Contact information
Brian Eliceiri, PhD, Professor
University of California San Diego Health
Department of Surgery
Altman Clinical and Translational Research Institute (ACTRI)
Eliceiri Lab (eliceirilab.com)
Title of position
Postdoctoral Scholar
Description of Position
Postdoctoral research positions are available in the Eliceiri Lab within the Department of Surgery at UC San Diego for highly motivated candidates to join a CDMRP-funded research project focused on tumor–immune interactions in breast cancer.
The laboratory investigates the role of an acetylcholine receptor expressed on myeloid immune cells with immunomodulatory activity in mouse models of triple negative breast cancer. The research integrates genetic and pharmacologic approaches to define the molecular basis of ligand-gated calcium channels in regulating adaptive immune responses in breast cancer, with strong translational relevance to human disease.
The postdoctoral scholar will lead hypothesis-driven research using mouse models, human breast tissue samples, and in vivo and in vitro experimental systems. The project builds on prior work published in the Journal of Immunology (PMID: 40653990).
The successful candidate will work in a highly collaborative environment and contribute to experimental design, data collection, analysis, manuscript preparation, and presentation of findings at scientific conferences. Opportunities for co-authorship, mentorship of junior lab members, and participation in broader lab research activities are expected.
The Eliceiri Lab is located in the Altman Clinical and Translational Research Institute (ACTRI) at UC San Diego Health Sciences campus in La Jolla and is fully equipped with advanced flow cytometry, confocal microscopy, and nearby vivarium access for efficient in vivo experimentation.
Qualifications Required/Academic Background
Applicants must hold a PhD in biochemistry, cell biology, molecular biology, immunology, oncology, neuropharmacology or a related field. Candidates nearing graduation are encouraged to apply.
Minimum requirements include:
· At least two first-author peer-reviewed publications 
· Strong background in immunology, oncology, or related biomedical sciences 
· Experience with mouse models and in vivo experimentation 
· Experience with multi-color flow cytometry, tissue culture, ELISA, western blotting, immunofluorescence, and molecular biology techniques 
· Experience with in vivo dosing techniques (e.g., i.p. and tail vein injections preferred) 
· Strong scientific writing, communication, and project management skills 
· Ability to work independently and collaboratively in a team environment 
Preferred qualifications:
· Experience with flow cytometry analysis software (e.g., FlowJo) 
· Confocal microscopy and calcium signaling experience 
· Experience with mouse cancer models and primary human tissue preparation 
· Experience with organotypic or ex vivo imaging approaches 
Salary/Stipend
Commensurate with experience and prior academic accomplishments. Funding is supported through a CDMRP grant with potential for renewal based on performance and funding availability.
Application Procedure
Please submit application materials directly to Brian Eliceiri, PhD (beliceiri@health.ucsd.edu).
Applicants should submit a single PDF including:
· Cover letter (1–2 pages) describing research interests, background, and career goals 
· Current Curriculum Vitae 
· Contact information for three professional references 
Please indicate “Postdoctoral Scholar Position” in the email subject line.
